Poetry Books for YAs

Novels in poetry format are different from what we traditionally think of as “poetry books” in that they tell a complete story.
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Virginia Euwer Wolff’s Make Lemonade and True Believer, both deal with the hardships of being a teenage single mother and the struggle to get out of a life of poverty.  
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 Locomotion(this one includes a variety of poetry forms as Lonnie writes of living with a foster mother, awaiting visits from his sister, and discovering his love of words
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Mel Glenn has brought us mysteries with Who Killed Mr. Chippendale, Jump Ball: A Basketball Season in Poems, The Taking of Room 114: A Hostage Drama in Poems, and Foreign Exchange       
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Karen Hesse’s Out of the Dust :  an account of one family’s hardships during the great dust bowl and the ensuing depression and Witness :  tells of the Klu Klux Klan’s presence in a small Vermont town in 1924.
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Love That Dog Although he at first resists the idea, Jack finds meaning, satisfaction and release from grief through writing poetry and Heartbeat  tells the story of Annie, her friends, neighbors, and family and the school assignment that draws it all together.by Sharon Creech   
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Brimstone Journals by Ron Koertge. In a series of short interconnected poems, students at a high school nicknamed Brimstone reveal the violence existing and growing in their lives.
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Shakespeare Bats Cleanup When a fourteen-year-old baseball player catches mononucleosis, he discovers that keeping a journal and experimenting with poetry not only helps fill the time, it also helps him deal with life, love, and loss.
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Sonya Sones offers us a personal look at her teenage life during a time when she was struggling to deal with her older sister’s nervous breakdown in Stop Pretending: What Happened When My Big Sister Went Crazy, What My Mother Doesn’t Know.   One of Those Hideous Books Where the Mother Dies, which combines elements of comedy, touching emotions , and fairy tale endings as Ruby adjusts to a new life with her formerly absent father after the death of her mother.
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Loose Threads by Lorie Ann Grover.  Kay narrates her gradmother’s struggle with breast cancer and how it affects her life, both at school and at home. 
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God Went to Beauty School by Cynthia Rylant tells of God opening a beauty shop, getting a cold, buying a couch, and other everyday tasks.Untraditional in topic, but respectful of Christianity, this book invites teens to think abut religion in an entirely new way. 
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On Pointe by Lorie Ann Grover.  Teen dance Clare narrates her devotion to ballet, her devastation at being too tall, and how her love and dance and her family help her get through difficult times.
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Becoming Joe DiMaggio, Maria Testa, Joseph Paul was named after the baseball legend, holding all the promises for a better life that Joe DiMaggio held for baseball. 
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Girl Coming in for a Landing, April Halprin.  A collection of more than one hundred poems recounting the ups and downs of one adolescent girl's school year. The poems follow the teenage speaker through a school year as she wrestles with common insecurities, thrills, triumphs, and humiliations.
